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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 25613 

EXCON OECD 

E.O. LL652: XGDS-L 

TAGS: EQUIP, ETRD, US, FR, UK, IT, GW, GA, UR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH REACTION TO US DISCLOSURE OF DEMARCHE 

ON SALE OF COMPUTER TO TASS 

REF: PARIS 23805 

1 . DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S REVALATION THAT A DEMARCHE 
HAD BEEN MADE TO THE FRENCH ASKING THAT THEY NOT 
PROVIDE A COMPUTER TO TASS WAS CARRIED ON THE FRONT 
PAGE OF THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE PARIS 
EDITION MORNING OF AUGUST 16. LE MONDE'S EDITION 

THAT SAME EVENING HEADLINED "PARIS WILL REJECT 
WASHINGTON'S REQUEST NOT TO DELIVER A COMPUTER TO 
THE USSR". THE LE MONDE STORY NOTES THAT MAKING 
THE US DEMARCHE PUBLIC COULD BE PARTICULARLY EM- 
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BARRASSING FOR GISCARD, SINCE HE IS CONSTANTLY 
UNDER FIRE FROM GAULLISTS AND COMMUNISTS ALIKE FOR 
"SELLING OUT" FRENCH INDEPENDENCE. 

2. WHEN WE CONTACTED THE RESPONSIBLE QUAI OFFICIAL, 

HE SAID THE LE MONDE ARTICLE OVERDRAMATIZED THE 
FRENCH POSITION. HE STATED THAT THE OFFICIAL QUAI 
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POSITION WAS AS QUOTED IN LE MONDE AND IN AFP (TICKER 
NUMBER 0052 OF AUGUST L6): "IN GENERAL, FRENCH PRAC- 
TICE IS NOT TO SUBORDINATE THE SALE OF CIVILIAN IN 
DUSTRIAL MATERIAL TO POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS." 
NEVERTHELESS, OUR CONTACT NOTED POINTEDLY THAT 
THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF THE QUAI WERE "ASTONISHED" 

THAT THIS DEMARCHE SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC, 

AND RECALLED SIMILAR UNWANTED PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
JUNE 5 PARIS MEETING ON SHABA. 

3. IT APPEARS FROM AFP ITEMS 0077 AND 0078 THAT 
SOMEONE IS BACKGROUNDING AFP TO EFFECT THAT IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT FRENCH WILL WISH TO APPEAR INDIFFERENT 
TO FATE OF DISSIDENTS BY SELLING MAJOR COMPUTER 
TO TASS, EVEN THOUGH IT WOULD BE LEGITIMATE SALE 
UNDER COCOM RULES. AFP ALSO NOTES THAT US PRO- 
PRIETARY CONTROLS OVER TECHNOLOGY USED IN LARGE 
FRENCH COMPUTERS COULD ALSO NEGATE ANY SUCH SALE. 
HARTMAN 
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